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Mahfouz, Naguib. The Cairo trilogy.  
Mahfouz won the Nobel Prize for literature. This three-novel epic follows a 

family in Cairo during the British occupation at the beginning of the twentieth 

century.  Full of humour, insight and drama and many memorable characters. 

You can explore the magic and mystery of Egypt through this excellent 

series: Palace walk, Palace of desire and Sugar Street. 

 

 

Wright, Lawrence.   

Looming tower: Al Quaeda and the road to 9/11.   
Probably the best book on the history of terrorism and Al Quaeda.  Wright, a 

journalist for the New Yorker, explores the roots of this organization in crisp, 

lively prose and with exhaustive research. The book was nominated for the 

Pulitzer Prize. 

 
 

 

Nafisi, Azar.  

Reading Lolita in Tehran: a memoir in books.    
In 1995, Nafisi, a retired professor of English, invited seven students to her 

home to study the canon of Western literature.  A book club favourite and a 

study of secret freedom under the rule of a despotic government… 

 
 

Abuelaish, Izzeldin.   

I shall not hate: a Gaza doctor’s journey.   
Abuelaish, a fertility doctor now settled in Canada, writes about his lifelong 

struggle as a Palestinian to reconcile and forgive.  He lost three daughters and 

a niece to the bombings in Gaza only two years ago but refuses to hate. A big-

hearted book by a big-hearted man.  

 

 

 

Brooks, Geraldine.  Nine parts of desire.   
Geraldine Brooks, an award-winning novelist, was also a news correspondent 

in the Middle East for six years.  Her exploration of the lives of contemporary 

Muslim women is intimate, shocking and entertaining.   


